
 

Year 1 English Overview  

Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Whole School 

Theme  
 
 

 

Significance (REACH Values) 
 

Change and Continuity (History) Sustainable Development (Eco) Expressive Arts (Poetry) Location and Place (Geography) Awe and Wonder  
 

English lesson 
Text/visual stimulus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
After the Fall 
by Dan Santat  

 

 

 

 

On 
Sudden 
Hill by 
Linda 
Sarah  

 
The 
Highway 
Rat by Julia 
Donaldson 
 

 
 
The Great Fire of 
London by 
Margaret Nash 
and Jane Cope  
 

 
If Sharks 
Disappeared 
by Lily 
Williams  
 

 
 
The Life of a 
Little 
Cardboard box 
by Igloobooks  
 
 

Take One Book Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Smile Out Loud by Joseph Coelho 

 
 

 
 
 
Meerkat 
Mail by 
Emily 
Gravett 

 
Paddington 
by Micheal 
Bond & R. 
W. Alley   

Traction Man 
by Mini Grey   
  
 
 
 
 

 
The Darkest 
Dark by 
Chris 
Hadfield 

Story Time Spine 
 

Protective 
Characteristics  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Gender / Age  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Race / Religion or Belief  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage and civil partnership 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disability / Race 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disability 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Disability  

Writing Outcomes 
 
 

KS1: Writing to 
entertain or inform 

 
 
 
 
 

Writing to entertain – retell the story 
(After the Fall)  
 
Writing to entertain - write an 
adventure story about what they 
would do with their friends using 
cardboard boxes (On Sudden Hill)  

Writing to inform – write a letter of 
apology from the Highway Rat to the 
animals to apologise for his crimes.  
 
Writing to entertain – write a setting 
description of the Great Fire of 
London   

Writing to entertain – write a setting 
description of the ocean if sharks 
were to disappear  
 
Writing to inform – write a set of 
instructions about recycling  

Writing to entertain – write a 
perform a poem(s) inspired by Joseph 
Coelho   
 
 

Writing to inform – write a letter 
(postcard) inspired by Meerkat Mail  
 
Writing to inform – write a set of 
instructions to make marmalade 
sandwiches  

Writing to entertain – write a 
narrative based on Traction Man  
 
Writing to inform – write a diary 
entry about spending a day on the 
Moon 

 


